St Mary’s Episcopal Primary Homework Policy
Our aims in setting homework are as follows: -

·
To set the habit of independent study.

·
To allow children to be responsible for organising a piece of work in their home environment.

·
To keep parents aware of their child’s educational progress. 

·
To reinforce learning.

·
To strengthen home school partnership
Types of homework

Language an extremely important part of learning and from the infant stages, the main homework set will be language related, i.e. mainly reading activities.  As the level of competence increases in reading and oral language, written language work will be introduced.  In the early stages this will be spelling practice followed by a spelling-related activity, e.g. sentence construction.

Mathematics homework will be related to the work covered in class. The programme used in school is ABACUS maths and the linked home activities provide a structured progressive programme to reinforce learning.

As well as regular maths and language homework pupils will also have homework related to other curricular areas. This homework is organised in grids which last for 4/5 weeks. 

In Primary One Two and Two and Three pupils may be asked to produce a talk related to the context for learning in class or a piece of artwork or a poster.

In Primaries Four to Seven activities may be linked to Environmental Studies in the form of research tasks or personal projects, or to health or RME. Children may also be given time to prepare for a class talk they have been asked to give on a particular topic.

Jotters are provided to help with the organisation of activities homework. 

In P2/3 home learning activities are set by the teacher weekly and as well as this the pupils present a prepared talk every 6 weeks. Parents know from the grids when the work is expected.

In Primary 4-7 each week has a core task which must be completed and two additional one of which should be completed. In addition to this in P4/7 pupils can substitute an activity which they have been involved in and include note of this in their home learning grid.

Space is provided for pupil, teacher and parental comments.

Pupils’ Responsibility 

· pupils should attempt to allocate time wisely and pace homework across the time given for completion

· pupils should strive for the highest standards of presentation and accuracy

· pupils should ensure that all materials necessary for completion of work are taken home

· pupils should inform the teacher at the earliest point if encountering problems re completion of homework

· pupils should ensure that parents are given the opportunity to see and sign homework

· pupils should hand in homework by the due date

Parents’  Responsibility 

· support your child to be organised and to stay on  task

· encourage your child to complete homework tasks independently 

· have a quiet place to hear reading

· provide, where possible, a suitable quiet place for written tasks

· ensure a reasonable standard of presentation of work

· comment in the pupils homework diary if appropriate

· contact your child’s teacher if there is a problem with homework.

· check their child’s homework diary and sign

What parents should expect at each stage

·
Primary 1 – phonics, reading, maths practice, 

·
Primary 2 – reading, maths practice, additional activities

·
Primary 3 – reading, maths practice additional activities

·
Primary 4 – Reading, Maths Practice, additional activities

·
Primary 5 – Reading, Maths Practice, additional activities

·
Primary 6 – Reading, , Number Practice, additional activities

· Primary 7 – Reading, Number Practice, additional activities

As with all written work, care should be taken to present homework as neatly as possible, since careful work tends to be more accurate work.

Careful setting down should be stressed by the teacher so that each child is fully aware of the requirements to date, title, underline etc.

Reading homework is set for the next planned reading day and this means that it may be required to be done at home during the week and / or at weekends.

Homework for Environmental Studies projects, prepared talk etc may be given over a different timescale. Pupils will know the due date for the work and should organise their time and pace the work appropriately. Jotters are provided by school to aid the organisation and return of work.

Homework should not be a stressful or onerous task. If there is a problem parents are encouraged to communicate this with the school and a solution should be found.

Extra homework may be set where a child has experienced some difficulty in a certain area this will be after discussion with parents. 

Home work will not normally be set for pupils going on holiday during term time.

Pupils going on holiday during term time should keep a diary to share with the class on their return.  

