St Mary’s Episcopal Primary School

English Language Policy

Introduction

As a school, we recognise that language underpins all aspects of the curriculum and constitutes the core of our children’s learning.  It is through language that children communicate with others and give order and meaning to their own ideas, feelings and experiences of the world.  A particular aim is to foster a love of language and to develop in pupils a confidence and pleasure in their own use of language.

 As a staff, we fully endorse the National Guidelines on English Language 5-14 and recognise the need for balance across the four main Attainment Outcomes of Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking.  We further endorse the recommended time allocation with a minimum of  20% being allocated to English Language.  The school’s approach to learning and teaching language is two-fold; acknowledging the need for systematic teaching of the skills as part of  “core” work and developing these skills through cross-curricular activities and contexts, thereby utilising 10% of the flexibility element.

We also recognise the associated purposes and aims of the four language components and the need to cater for individual requirements of all pupils across the complete ability spectrum.

We aim to provide a thorough grounding in all aspects of language using a variety of resources, strategies and methodologies based on best practice and current thinking.  This is combined with early identification of language difficulties and support for children from early stages.  

Whilst staff have high expectations of all pupils, we recognise that children progress at different rates. Our language programme allows children to progress at different rates and/or to acquire knowledge and skills at different levels.
Teachers constantly assess children’s response to learning through formative and summative assessment.

Reading Policy

Aims

To teach readers:

· To read for information

· To read for enjoyment

· To read to reflect on the writer’s ideas and craft

· Awareness of genre

· To read aloud

· Knowledge about language

Achieving Aims

Teachers should ensure that pupils receive a wide variety of reading experiences which are supported in a variety of reading contexts.  Children use reading skills in wide variety of context and should be encouraged to read printed language at all times. While recognising that many reading experiences will be of a cross curricular nature in researching Environmental Studies for example it is essential that teachers ensure that pupils are taught the necessary skills. Including de-coding, comprehension, finding key information, prediction and evaluation  

Reading Contexts

In addition to use of Core Materials children learn through a wide variety of contexts including:

· Jolly Phonics

· Book Bags 

· School library

· Quiet reading time in class

· Visits from authors

· Interactive Big Books

· Class novels and story telling

· Reading comprehension books

· Books used in all curricular areas

· ICT

Reading Scheme

Initial skills are developed though a combination of phonics and “Look and Say”

Ginn 360 reading material is the core resource for all pupils working within levels A and B. This scheme offers pupils a variety of genres and through the workbook tasks and reading skills work it develops pupils’ comprehension as well as a range of other language skills.

If a pupil does not appear to be making progress it may be decided to use other resources for a period of time.  This should only happen following consultation with the CT, ht LST and parents. 

Children are introduced to a wider range of text including novels as their fluency develops.  

A suggested order of reading is included in Appendix 1

By P6/7 it is expected that  pupils will be reading a wide variety of text including novels rather than using the reading scheme.  Teacher devised lessons in a variety of context, novels and resources such as grammar and comprehension books  offer the opportunity to develop skills and strategies including knowledge about language, prediction, anticipation and develop an understanding of 5-14 key features.

Planning

To ensure that all aspects of reading skills are developed in a progressive programme teachers need to plan appropriate lessons using a range of approaches and resources. Planning should reflect 5-14 Guidelines and ensure that progress is made in all strands for all pupils.

Stirling Council planning formats are used at present.

Assessment

Pupils’ reading is assessed informally by the teacher on a day to day basis.  This is done by observation and discussion.  Formal assessment occurs when reading activities as and when the class teacher feels that it is appropriate. Assessment activities may include sequencing, cloze reading, book reviews etc. At times it may also be appropriate to enlist the help of the LS teacher to carry out assessments to identify development needs.

These assessments inform next steps in learning.

National Assessments are be used to confirm teachers’ judgement. Children should sit a National Assessment Paper when they have demonstrated that they can  perform consistently at that level.

Writing Policy

Aims

To teach children to be competent and confident in;

· Functional Writing

· Personal Writing

· Imaginative Writing

· Punctuation and Structure

· Spelling

· Handwriting and presentation

· Knowledge about Language

Achieving Aims

Our aims for writing will be achieved by ensuring that pupils are provided with opportunities which:

· Allow them to write in a variety of contexts.

· Allow them to write for variety of purposes

· Make them aware of the need to write for an audience

· Promote competency in a variety of writing styles

· Provide them with knowledge and understanding of conventional structures in writing (sentences, paragraphs, punctuation etc.)

· Enable them to gain experiences in planning, drafting, editing

· Develop spelling skills

Principles of effective learning and teaching

· All children should be involved in some form of continuous writing on a number of occasions each week.

· The writing can usefully be in the context of any curricular area but the range of skills necessary should be taught systematically.

· Each style of writing requires its own teaching points and targets.  Children should be given examples of each style of writing before being asked to write in this style.

· Children should be given opportunities to plan pieces of writing before completing the task.

· All pupils should be encouraged to proof read and be critical of their own work

· Pupils should also be given the opportunity to read and comment on other pupils’ writing.

· Planning/drafting/editing should be used to improve both the context and conventions of writing.

· Children are encouraged to use wordbooks, dictionaries and spellcheckers in order to spell as accurately as possible.

· Teacher planning should take account of the above and should also ensure that assessment is used meaningfully to inform the next steps in both learning and teaching.

· All writing activities should be planned to ensure that thought has been given to balance across the styles, variety of context, audience etc.

Planning.

Planning must take account of National and local guidance. The Seven Year overview in writing is reflected in annual overviews and then in six weekly plans. These plans are shared and discussed at planning meeting. In each planning block whilst there should be a key area for development it is also important to reinforce and consolidate previous learning of writing skills at every opportunity and in every curricular area.

NLW Core Targets are a useful aid in planning and sharing next steps with pupils. These should be used in conjunction with 5-14 Guidelines and Stirling Council Literacy Skills.

Assessment.

Assessment of writing is on-going. Teachers should share targets for improvement with children orally and in written comments. Clearly identified and attainable next steps are a crucial element to improving writing skills.

National Assessments should be used to confirm teachers’ judgement when a child is performing consistently at a level.

Using ICT to enhance and develop writing skills

Computers have a vital role to play in enhancing and developing writing skills.  Children are given the opportunity to word process their writing through the use of laptops in addition to accessing our computer suite

Listening and Talking Policy
Listening Aims

To teach:

· Listening for information, instructions and directions

· Listening in groups

· Listening in order to respond to texts

· Awareness of genre

· Knowledge about language

Talking Aims

To teach pupils to

· Convey information, instructions and directions

· Talk in groups

· Talk about experiences, feelings and opinions

· Talk about texts

· Audience awareness

· Knowledge about language

Achieving aims 

In line with the National Guidelines lessons will be delivered which :

· Provide learning activities in listening and talking which ensure balanced progression and coherence within the language programme.

· Ensure a structured development of pupils’ learning by means of both teacher devised and commercially produced materials.

· Provide a context which stimulates pupils’ imagination, interest in language and enjoyment of language.

· Capitalise on the child’s experience of family, school, local community and the wider world as opportunities for language activities and language development.

· Develop pupils’ ability when talking to choose a style of language appropriate to purpose and audience.

· Ensure appropriate differentiation to accommodate individual needs through  individual, group or class activities.

Planning and Assessment

The success of work in this area depends on the professional competence of the teacher in terms of his/her choice of teaching strategies and as an organiser of the curriculum content, resources and grouping of pupils.  Listening and Talking should not be developed in isolation as they are both an integral part of the process of communication.  Time should be set aside each week so that Listening and Talking can be developed. This should be reflected in the six weekly and weekly plans.

These skills are essential to learning in every context and as such should be modelled promoted and reinforced at every opportunity.

Assessment in this area is on-going. Teachers’ judgements as to levels attained should be made with reference to 5-14 guidelines.

Listening and Talking Contexts

Teachers should provide opportunities to develop Listening and Talking in the classroom through a variety of methods such as:

· Show and Tell

· Sharing personal news

· Working in pairs or small groups

· Teamwork activities

· Circle Time

· Role play in cross curricular activities

· Play listening games

· Discussion and debate about current affairs

· Prepared talks and presentations (including questions from peers)

· Listening to stories and taped resources

· Talking at assemblies and performances

· Participating in purposeful discussions eg. Eco Committee, Pupil Council

· Direct teaching and modelling of good listening and talking skills

· Listening to visiting speakers

Language Resources

The key resource in any language lesson is the teacher. It is essential that teachers’ organisation of the lesson, explanations, examples and questions are clear and focused on the children attaining the learning outcome identified for the lesson.

Lessons should always be at an appropriate pace which takes account of pupils’ needs prior knowledge and learning styles.

Teachers must also ensure that they are consistent in expectations of childrens’ language skills in all curricular areas. For example if handwriting is neat in handwriting lessons that is what should be expected each time a child is asked to write. Reading skills taught should be applied to other curricular areas and children should be expected to listen and talk to the best of their ability at all times.

Resources available to support to work of the teacher include

Reading

Ginn 360 Reading Scheme

Jolly Phonics 

Focus on Comprehension

Big books

Interactive big books

Writing

Jolly Grammar

Nelson Grammar

Nelson Spelling

Nelson Handwriting

Scholastic boxes

Nelson Skills and Development 

Word shark computer programme

North Lanarkshire Writing Programme 

Listening and talking

Prim-Ed listening exercises

Oracy listening comprehension levels

Circle time resources
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