ICT Policy

Aims

·
To develop the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to make our young people confident in the use of all aspects of ICT.

·
To fully utilise the potential of ICT to support pupils’ learning in all curricular 

       areas.

·
To fully utilise the potential of ICT to ensure that learning in all curricular areas is relevant, stimulating and interesting.

To fulfil these aims we need well qualified staff enthusiastic about the potential of ICT as well as confident in their own abilities to use available hardware, software and 

peripherals. 

We also need to have access to appropriate equipment and be well trained in it’s use.

Learning and teaching.

As in all curricular areas we must undertake to ensure that the programme of study in ICT offers progression, challenge and enjoyment, breadth and depth.

An appropriate programme of study will also take account of the benefits to learning of including opportunities for personalization and choice.

The programme of study also needs to be coherent, relevant to pupils needs now and take account of the future potential of ICT.

Learning and teaching in ICT has two aspects;

·
Developing skills as part of a specific programme of study in ICT.

Lessons to develop specific ICT skills are required to ensure that all strands are covered in a progressive way. 

These lessons should be planned for and delivered in the same manner as other 

curricular areas –taking account of prior learning- sharing outcomes and expectations-including differentiation and support as required and with opportunities to practice /consolidate skills either in class or in the computer suite.


·
Developing / consolidating /reinforcing skills in the context of other curricular 

       areas.


Planning for the development of skills, knowledge and understanding in the context of other curricular areas is an important part of ensuring that the programme of study is relevant, challenging and enjoyable.  ICT  skills can be enhanced though opportunities to develop word processing skills, graphs for reports, power points presentations, through research via the internet, by taking photographs and numerous other ways.

Planning 

Teachers should plan which ICT skills they aim to develop and where pupils are involved in planning they too should take account of the possible use of ICT in group or individual tasks.

Pupils should also be able to understand and articulate the use made of ICT. For example if an individual or group use Power Point or produce a brochure they should be able to explain this choice.

Staff should plan using the programme of study in  Sharing Good Practice ICT 5-14 produced by Stirling Council which is available in a folder or electronically on the source.

See Exemplar A  - Programme of Study 

Resources and their Application

All classrooms have a Promethean  Interactive Whiteboard with appropriate software. Teachers use  Active Primary Software daily for all lessons

The nursery are can and do use the boards when required 

Each classroom has two or three computers depending on available space. Four laptops are available for use in any class.

All computers are networked [the laptops can be linked to the network at points in classrooms or used as standalone]

The computer suite has 10 computers which are available to all classes.

USB pens are available for transferring of data between computers.

There are printers in each classroom and work can be printed locally or sent to the colour photocopier if preferred.

All classes have a digital camera [for photographs].

There are two digital movie cameras in school. One stored in the nursery and one in the Head Teacher’s office. 

Digi blue cameras are also available for early years pupils.

Software for language and maths including talk maths and interactive books are loaded onto the central server and are therefore available to all teachers in all classes. 

Software which is used by all classes such as Kidspiration is also networked and available on all computers.

Some items of software which are required by individual stages or for 

particular pupils are loaded onto individual hard drives.

Roamer is stored in the computer suite.

There is a scanner in the library.

The school has a contract for school and home use with GRIDCLUB

Parents can receive all communications including newsletters by email.

All staff plan and report using computers.

The school has an active website which is updated by a friend of the school.

The school will soon be linked to the national digital network– GLOW

Responsibilities.

Pupils

Pupils must behave responsibly when using any school equipment including ICT equipment.

All pupils will sign a safe use of the internet agreement.

Parents

Parents should encourage the safe use of all ICT equipment including the use of the internet.

Staff 

Staff have a responsibility to ensure that the activities they provide use ICT in an interesting and stimulating way and that the curriculum matches the interests needs and abilities of the pupils in their care.

All staff have a responsibility to be proactive in ensuring that their skills and knowledge are up to date and that CPD opportunities are accessed as required. 

Leadership

The quality of provision in ICT is subject to the same scrutiny as all other areas and this will be taken into account in the Quality Assurance Programme.

Strategic planning is necessary to ensure that the needs of the school community continue to be met and the potential of ICT is fully realised.
